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We, the undersigned physicians, based on the best evidence about Covid-19 and childhood 
development, call for elementary and middle schools to safely reopen this fall. 

Our prescription, supported by the American Association of Pediatrics, the National Academy of 
Sciences, and numerous other scientific bodies, is that elementary and middle schools can safely 
reopen this fall. The risks of reopening schools for non-adolescent children are low while the 
rewards -- scholastic, social, and economic -- are significant. 

We now know Covid-19 poses an extremely low risk to those under the age 15. In fact, the seasonal 
flu causes far more deaths in this age group than Covid-19, and we do not close our schools for the 
flu. Numerous studies show that this age demographic is infected by and faces serious complications 
from the disease at very low rates. Studies, including one recently published in the 
journal Pediatrics, find that children rarely transmit the disease -- either to other children or adults. 

We also know that closing schools causes significant harm to children, especially those from low-
income families. If we are to continue to disadvantage children by keeping schools closed, there 
must be highly compelling scientific evidence that this is of significant national benefit. There is no 
such evidence. In fact, current scientific evidence suggests the opposite. 

With proper precautions these schools can reopen without increased risk to children, teachers,        
or families. 

In-person schooling is vital for the scholastic and social development of children. For every day that 
children aren't learning, they fall further behind. For roughly half of American students who receive 
free or subsidized school lunches, school is also a place to get a nutritious meal. Offering physical 
activity and identifying depression and physical abuse are also valuable parts of in-person schooling. 

School closings disproportionately impact the most vulnerable in society, including minorities and 
the disabled. In-person schooling for non-adolescent children is also necessary to allow parents to 
return to work and reboot the economy. 

Because of children's relative lack of transmission, teachers and family members are also at low risk 
from school reopening. More broadly, we consider teachers essential workers -- just like grocery 
store, healthcare, and public safety employees. They play an indispensable role in educating the 
future of the nation. Virtual schooling, however, has proven to be a complete failure and no 
substitute for classroom learning. 

Students, parents, and the country as a whole need not be consigned to this outcome given the 
relatively minimal threat that the disease poses to children and those with whom they contact. Based 
on our medical expertise and the well-documented consequences of keeping children from 
classrooms, our prescription calls on state, local, and district officials to reopen elementary and 
middle schools as normal this fall. 
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Robert Topham 
Bruce Toporoff 
Felix Tormes 
Glenda Torricelli 
Paul Tortoriello 
George Trachtenberg 
Jon Trankina 
Adele Traverso 
John Tribble 
Mike Tripp 
Aldo Trovato 
Thao Truong 
Ann Marie Truscello 
Glenn Truskin 
Rob Tschauner 
Kathleen Tucker Bird 
Candice Tung 
Phillip Turco 
Sandra Turner 
steven twan 
Oya Tylor 

Larry Tyree 
Brian Tyson 
John Uecker 
Dorothy Ukoha 
Dale Ulmer 
Neelam Uppal 
William Urban 
Richard Urso 
Richard Urwiller 
David Usher 
Priscilla Uychich 
Cesar Valdesuso 
John Vallin 
Thomas Van Geem 
Tulasi Vanapalli 
Kerry Vance 
Todd Vanden Hoek 
Cynthia Vanek 
Daniel VanHamersveld 
John VanHoose 
Anthony Vara 
Luis Varela 
Elaina Vayntrub 
James Veltmeyer 
Carlos. A Venegas 
Bhasker Venkateswaralu 
David Vent 
Ken Vereschagin 
James Verheyden 
Danny Vetter 
Enrique Via-Reque 
Andy Vierhile 
Lawrence Vierra 
Alexander Villarasa 
Robert Villegas 
James Villotti 
Richard Vinson 
Khai Vo 
Bradley Vossberg 
Timothy Votapka 
Hugh Vu 
Trang Vu 
Patricia Vuguin 
D W 
Leah Waage 
Zane Wade 
Nicky Wadiwala 
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Kimberly Wagner 
Robert Waguespack 
Marina Waisman 
Maria Waksman-Fuchs 
James Walder 
Jeffrey Walker 
Haven Wall 
Priscilla Wallace 
Ralph Wallace 
Donald Walls 
Rhonda Walton 
Angela Wang 
Lena Wang 
Wei Wang 
Yazhang Wang 
Samuel Warren 
Robert Watson 
Stephen Watson 
Craig Wax 
Paul Weatherall 
Thomas Weber 
John Weinberg 
Jerrry Weinberg 
Monte Weinberger 
Robert Weir 
Martin Weiss 
Marguerite Werrin 
Robert Wert 
Kelly West 
Lisa West 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Randal West 
Mark Wheaton 
Y Wheeler 
Russell Whitaker 
Laurie White 
Emily White 
Kathryn White 
Scott Whittier 
Eric Widmaier 
William Wieder 
Robin Wigmore 
Lisa Wildcatt 
Karen Will 
Robert Willard 
D Williams 
Kenneth Willis 
Paul Willuams 
Stuart Winkler 
Paul Winterton 
Gary Withorpe 
Bobby Witten 
Gabriela Wojnarska 
Scott Wojtowich 
Colin Wolf 
Michael Wolff 
Clifford Wong 
Gregory Woods 
Scott Woomer 
Jennifer Wright 
Gloria Wu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Horace Wu 
Dersun Wu 
Sohrab Yamini 
Suzanne Yang 
David Yates 
John Yatsu 
John Yeabower 
David Yedidsion 
Robert Yerrington 
Jeffrey Yoder 
Ilene Weintraub Yohay 
Ron York 
Clayton Young 
Robert Young 
Erlinda Zaballero 
James Zachary 
Kerry Zajicek 
Carlos Zapata 
Henry Zayas 
John Zelis 
Li Zhu 
Rana Ziadeh 
Richard Zienowicz 
John Ziolo 
Kevin Zitnay 
James Zucherman 
Romana Zvereva 
Theobaldus Zwickeldorf 
Kenneth Zygmunt 


